


WELCOME 

TO OUR 2026 ENERGYPATH

CONFERENCE PROGRAM

As our nation celebrates its 250th anniversary, we are reminded that every generation has the 

opportunity and responsibility to shape the future. The decisions we make about energy today 

will influence our economy, our communities and our quality of life for generations to come.

That is the inspiration behind this year's Energypath theme, Powering America's Next 250 Years.

This year also marks a new chapter for our organization. A�er more than two decades as 

Sustainable Energy Fund, we have become the Regenerative Energy Initiative. While our name 

has changed, our commitment remains the same: advancing practical energy solutions through 

education, collaboration and innovation. Our new identity reflects a broader vision, one focused 

not only on sustaining resources, but on creating energy systems that renew, revitalize and 

strengthen the communities they serve.

Throughout Energypath, you will hear from industry leaders, policymakers, educators and 

innovators who are helping shape the future of energy. Whether you are a student beginning 

your journey, a professional expanding your expertise or an educator preparing the next 

generation, your participation is an investment in that future.

Thank you for joining us as we explore new ideas, build meaningful connections and work 

together to power America's next 250 years.

President and CEO
Regenerative Energy Initiative

Welcome to Energypath 2026.



Networking, coffee and attendee check-in.
8:00–9:00 AM

AGENDA

Registration Opens

9:00–9:30 AM
Pennsylvania’s Historic Role in the Energy Industry by Dr. Brian Black
Distinguished Professor of History and Environmental Studies, Penn State University- 
Altoona.
Pennsylvania has shaped the global energy story for over two centuries. Dr. Black will 
examine the Commonwealth’s historic leadership in coal, oil, gas and electricity — and 
what that legacy means for our energy future.

Opening Plenary

9:30–10:00 AM
Reclaiming Coal Country: Pennsylvania’s Anthracite Legacy, Environmental Recovery, 
and Regional Revitalization by Elizabeth Hughes, EdD
Director of Communications, Earth Conservancy
This session examines the environmental and economic legacy of Pennsylvania’s 
anthracite coal region while exploring pathways for land reclamation, environmental 
recovery and long-term regional revitalization.

Featured Session

10:00–10:30 AM
The Current Energy Landscape: Reliability, Demand and Grid Evolution by Suzanne Glatz
Glatz Energy Consulting 
As energy demand rapidly evolves, this session will explore the technologies, market 
forces and infrastructure challenges shaping today’s electric grid and energy economy.

Featured Discussion

10:45–11:15 AM
Real-World Energy Solutions: Discover practical strategies and innovative programs already 
making an impact. From monetizing energy efficiency projects through Pennsylvania’s Tier 
II RECs to reducing transportation emissions with renewable fuels, these fast-paced 
presentations highlight actionable opportunities you can put to work today.

“PA’s Tier II RECs: Monetizing Past Efficiency Projects” by Kevin Kai Wong
Emergent Energy Solutions, President

“Not driving an EV? Go Green with what You Have” by Joanne Ivancic
Advanced Biofuels USA, Executive Director

“Large Energy Users’  Perspective on Managing Risk in an Uncertain Energy Environment” 
by Kevin Kanoff
Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, Campus Energy Engineer

Lightning Talks

11:15–12:15 PM Legislative & Policy Panel
Pennsylvania Legislative & Energy Policy. Energy policy continues to shape infrastructure 
investment, electrification, economic competitiveness and utility modernization across 
Pennsylvania. This panel will feature discussion from regional policy and industry leaders on:

• Brad Barkdoll — Director of Government and 
Regulatory Affairs, KEEA

• Monica Carey — Pennsylvania Program 
Director, Solar United Neighbors

• Chris D’Agostino — Principal, 
Advanced Energy United

• Virtual power plants
• Balcony solar
• ACT 129
• PJM Governance and FERC 

Emergency Session



2:15–2:45 PM
Long Duration Energy Storage and Grid Resilience by Anna Sie�en
Director for Policy & Markets, North America, Long Duration Energy Storage Council
As renewable energy adoption expands and grid demand increases, long-duration energy 
storage technologies are becoming critical to reliability and resiliency. This session 
explores emerging storage strategies, market opportunities and future deployment 
considerations.

Featured Presentation

Lunch and networking opportunity with attendees, speakers and exhibitors.
12:15–1:00 PM Lunch & Networking

1:00–1:30 PM
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, Secretary Jessica Shirley
Secretary Shirley will explore how Pennsylvania’s historic role as an energy leader 
continues to shape the Commonwealth’s approach to today’s evolving energy landscape. 
Her address will highlight the opportunities and challenges involved in building a reliable, 
affordable, and sustainable energy future for Pennsylvania’s communities, industries, and 
workforce.

Energy Leadership Keynote

1:30–2:00 PM
“Plug-in PV and Balcony Solar: Performance, Safety & Policy Considerations” by John Costlow
Regenerative Energy Initiative, President & CEO, Policy Camp Instructor

“Managing Large Loads at the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission” by Andy Chung
DOE Energy Innovator Fellow at the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

“Three Cities, One Goal: The Lehigh Valley Solar Collaboration” 
by Brandon Sullivan and Sarah Degrendel
Brandon Sullivan: Easton, PA Sustainability Coordinator
Sarah Degrendel: Bethlehem, PA Sustainability Manager

Lightning Talks

2:45–3:45 PM
International Futurist, Applied Foresight Expert, Simon Anderson
Simon Anderson brings a bold vision of the future to Energypath 2026. As an 
internationally recognized futurist and founder of Foresight, he helps organizations and 
communities navigate rapid change, emerging technologies, AI, and innovation to become 
future-ready in an evolving energy landscape.

Closing Keynote

Save the Date
Open House Oct 7
Net Zero Building in 
Schnecksville. Tours. 
Demonstrations. Community. 

AGENDA



KEYNOTEJESSICA 
SHIRLEY

Jessica's educational background 

includes a master’s degree in Public 

Administration from Pennsylvania State 

University and a bachelor’s degree in 

Economics and Political Science from 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department 

of Environmental Protection (PA DEP)

As the Secretary of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Environmental Protection (PA 

DEP), Jessica Shirley leads the department in 

its mission to protect and preserve 

Pennsylvania’s environment while fostering 

sustainable and equitable practices.

Secretary Shirley has served in this role 

since October 2023, first in an acting 

capacity, then as the nominee for the role, 

and was confirmed by the Legislature in 

June of 2025.

Prior to becoming Secretary, Jessica served 

as the Executive Deputy Secretary, 

overseeing all programs and the day-to-day 

function of PA DEP.

Secretary Shirley has held several additional 

roles during her 15+ years at PA DEP. 

Immediately prior to serving as the 

Executive Deputy, she served as the 

Infrastructure Implementation Coordinator, 

overseeing how federal funds were used to 

benefit Pennsylvania’s environment, 

economy, residents, and communities.

She began her time at the department in the 

policy office, eventually becoming the Policy 

Director. During her time in the policy office, 

she helped develop groundbreaking and vital 

executive orders on key environmental 

topics such as PFAS, climate change, energy 

conservation, environmental justice and 

sustainability in Commonwealth operations, 

maintaining a focus on underserved 

communities. She also was involved in the 

development and publication of 

Pennsylvania’s first ever Litter Action Plan, 

which garnered national recognition.



KEYNOTESIMON
ANDERSON

Simon’s insights have been featured in 

a wide variety of publications 

worldwide, including CityWire’s New 

Model Adviser, Commercial Factor, 

Crain’s Business News and Executive 

Connections, a publication of the 

International Executive MBA Council. 

International futurist keynote speaker, 

applied foresight expert, executive advisor 

vand award-winning author. With a mission 

to help executives and organizations move 

beyond resilience and become future ready, 

Simon translates complex emerging trends 

and technologies into actionable insights and 

strategies using his Future Ready Formula™. 

Drawing on his extensive experience in 

applied foresight with executive 

leadership and a global perspective 

gained from speaking on four continents 

and his travels to more than 35 countries, 

he empowers leaders across industries to 

navigate challenges and capitalize on 

opportunities created by rapid change. As 

the co-author of the award-winning book 

Foresight 20/20: A Futurist Explores the 

Trends Transforming Tomorrow and 

former advisor to technology startups 

and a multinational education non-profit, 

Simon has established himself as an 

expert in emerging technologies and 

trends. He was a co-founder of the Future 

Ready Economies network, and now 

partners with economic development 

professionals to prepare and adapt their 

communities and regions for a successful 

future. His captivating, insightful, and 

immediately actionable presentations 

make him a popular speaker among 

executives, boards, and organizations 

eager to increase their success by 

confidently embracing the future.





Stay Connected Beyond Energypath

This Year's Professional Development Sponsor 

AEE Central Pennsylvania Chapter proudly sponsors all 

6 Professional Development Hours (PDHs) 

Whether you're an engineer, energy 
manager, sustainability professional, 
consultant or student, AEE Central PA 
provides opportunities to:

• Monthly educational meetings
• Professional networking
• Industry speakers
• Student chapter engagement
• Career development
• Local energy community connections

Continue Your 
Professional Journey

Energypath is proud to partner with the Association of 

Energy Engineers (AEE) Central Pennsylvania Chapter to 

help energy professionals continue learning, networking 

and advancing their careers throughout the year.

After continue your 
connections the energy community 
through the Association

We invite you join 
meetings (in-person and virtual), to 

engage with student chapters, engage at 

networking events. you are already National 
Member, select Central as your chapter. To 

join the scan the code to 

go to Central PA’s chapter membership page.

Learn More or Join



There’s power  
in community.
Dynegy is proud to serve Pennsylvania 

 

and innovation humming. With competitive  

pricing for businesses of all sizes, we’ll help 

meets your goals.

Contact Michael Unger at  

Michael.Unger@VistraCorp.com 

or 908-489-4103.

©2026 Dynegy

6/11/26   2:45฀PM6/11/26   2:45฀PM

PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE MASTER’S IN Are you ready to launch a  

career that makes a real impact 

on the world? Join us for an 

Information Session  to learn 

more about Temple University’s 

Professional Science 

Master’s (PSM) in 

Sustainability  program!

Sustainability

Scan the 

QR code 

for more 

information!





C-PACE FINANCING 

NOW AVAILABLE

 To see if C-PACE is available in your county, visit our website or call:

www.pennsylvaniacpace.org       |       610-264-4440

Property owners can now obtain low-cost, 

long-term financing for energy efficiency, renewable 

energy, and water conservation projects



HIGH SCHOOL

Arham K.
“Formulation, Synthesis & Mechanochemical Characterization of 
Starch-Based Biodegradable Polymers Incorporating Variable 
Additives Using Accessible Materials” | Springhouse Middle School  

Charlotte P.
“Trash to Gas” | Holy Name of Jesus School  

Valman A.
“Halt That Soil: Hydrogel Helps” | St. Joseph School, Mechanicsburg 

Guhan S.

“From Shells to Solutions” | Parkland High School 

Sayesha S.
“A Novel Approach to Removing Microplastics”
 Central Bucks South High School  

Ayush J.
“A Novel Path to Clean Power: Increasing Electrode Performance 

of Microbial Fuel Cells” | Parkland High School  

May 9, 2026 Science Fair 

MIDDLE SCHOOL



Become an 
Energy 
Service 
Provider.
Grow Your Business. 
Expand Your Network. 
Make a Greater Impact.

• Business Opportunities

• Receive notifications about 

upcoming energy projects 

and proposal opportunities.

• Increased Visibility

• Be listed in the Energy 

Service Provider Directory 

and gain additional 

exposure.

• Exclusive Networking

• Connect with fellow industry 

leaders through private ESP 

networking events like the 

annual ESP Experience.

• Receive discounted exhibitor 

booth pricing at our annual 

Energypath conference

Companies involved in

• Solar
• Energy Efficiency
• HVAC
• Electrical 

Contracting
• Engineering
• Architecture
• Building 

Automation
• Energy Audits
• Building 

Performance
• Commissioning
• Battery Storage
• EV Charging
• Financing
• Renewable 

Energy
• Sustainability 

Consulting

Regenerative Energy Initiative partners with trusted Energy Service 

Providers (ESPs) across Pennsylvania to help bring renewable energy, 

energy efficiency and sustainability projects to life.

If your company designs, installs, engineers, consults, finances or 

supports energy projects, we'd love to talk with you about joining our 

growing ESP Network.

Who Should 

Apply?

Why Join?



THE CONVERSATION
Stay connected with the people, 

ideas and opportunities shaping 

tomorrow's energy future.

Scan to access everything from 

today’s conference in 1 place:

www.energypath.org/stay-connected

Conference presentations (as 

speakers make them available)

This year's program and 

agenda

Speaker resources and links

Photos from the conference

Energypath Doesn't End Here.
Stay connected with the people, ideas 

and innovations that make Energypath 

more than a one-day event.

Energypath 2026 received 

financial assistance

from the EPA through an

Environmental Education 

grant

Energypath is a program of:

Regenerative Energy Initiative

(Formerly known as 

Sustainable Energy Fund)

CONTINUE


