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of Northeastern PA

» Settled in the mid-1700s

* Flourished with rise of
the coal industry,
particularly anthracite:
a hard, clean, long-
burning, and thus
efficient fuel source.

At the industry’s peak,
over 100 million tons of
coal were mined
annually for distribution
along the East Coast.
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Map of Pennsylvania Showing the Principal Deposits of Iron, Anthracite Coal, Petroleum and Zinc, by H.F. Walling & O.W. Gray,
published by Stedman, Brown & Lyon, Philadelphia, PA, 1872. Retrieved from explorepahistory.com
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Strip mining at the Loree Colliery, Larksville (c. 1921-22). -, Pl WYY v r
Retrieved from facebook.com/anthraciteheritagemuseum !E H f —Cﬂ" rey - - O — ; ;‘./C'*’/' 0£




Huber Breaker, c. mid-1950s
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miners entering the cage (c. 1950s), EC Archives

IT’'S SWELL TO WAKE UP IN A NICE WARM HOUSE

. EASY 100 Wit bllle Coal

TRAD L] 1HED FOR YOUR PROTECTION

N iy

‘blue coal” starts quicker, burns belter, losts longer—il
mokes home heating easy. * 'blue coal' worms up the
house in a hurry. For trouble-free, mos: y-soving heat
in every room, order o supply of ‘b e caol” todoy.
& *
Phone for a free demonstration of the ‘blue ceal” deluxe
heat regulotor. Opens and clos:s furnaoce dampars
auvtematically, Insures healihful femperature,

PA“ONIA ICE & COAL . < = Tl Silver Dollar Day (1962), EC Archives

23ird and Howell Streets
Phone: 988

]

Blue Coal blotter, retrieved from ha.com
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Northern Anthracite Coal Field of Pennsylvania by the Pittston Company (1930). Retrieved from northernfield.info Springs Shaft !



M. Thomas/Luzerne County Historical Society

‘Miner Is Pulled To Safety At Port Gritfith

—Chukinas Photo

With a rope around his shoul-/opening -assisted by'men on thel

ders, a miner is shown beingsurface. Men with blankets stand
pulled up a mine opening 4t the by to cover the '~hvw||ng rescued Knox mine
Krox Coal Cimpany—workings-if-miners_as they are hro ughL to ﬂp:‘nlni ennmng
Port Griffith. the surface

Altogether, Swirling waters of the Sus
their wav: up into

through a tunnel
‘the men at
— T BT

35 miners clawed
the steep mine hanna River cascaded

Wilkes-Barre Times Leader
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BLUE COAL CORP. SOLD

TO GREAT AMERICAN COAL CO.

PRODUCTION TO
QUADRUPLE

BERWICK ENTERPRISE

VOL. ?1 NO. 199

BER\N‘!CK PA., 18503, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1973

FIFTEEN CENTS

leader for nine years.
He would succeed Spiro T. Agnew,

-who resigned on Oct. 10 after pleading

guilty to one count of income-tax
evasion. Ford was nominated two days
later.

interrupted wnile Irying Lo transcripe
the tape in her White House office on
Oct. 1.

Assistant Watergate prosecutor Jill
Volner visited Miss Woods' White House
office Tuesday to see for hersell where

Durkin purchases 10
regional coal firms

James Durkin, Sr., widely known in
this region, has announced he has
purchased 10 major coal properties in
six counties. He said coal production
would be increased by about four times
the present volume.

Durkin is currently under indictment
with his two sons for income tax evasion.

Durkin claimed the deal cost $33.8
million and. mvo]ves about 3{} 000 acres
of land.

Presently he serves as presndent of the

" Great American Coal Company, Inc., of

Wyoming Valley. He said as soon as
paper work is finalized, a major ‘‘em-
ployment effort” will be made. )
Companies involved are Glen Nan,
B]ue Coal Corp., Raymond Co]hery

Bittenbender Jewelry & Crafts, 2200

Heights Rd. Open 2-8 or call 759-9564.

: (nunlry Anliques open daily 10:to 5,
Sun. 2 to 5. Foundryville-Summerhill
Road. (Brockmann). 759-9747.

Household . sale, 608 E. 3rd 'St..
Nescopeck, Nov. 29, 30, Dec. 1, llJam to
4 pm.

Olyphant Associates, Maple City,
Carbondale, Moffatt, Glico and Gillan.
Counties involved are Luzerne, Lacka-
wanna, Carbon, Susquehanna, Schuyl-
kill and Wayne.
A federal grand jury in Philadelphia
last month accused Durkin and his two
=sons, James, Jr., and Edward E., of
failing to pay $72,450 in income taxes for
-1970. ] .

Colder

_ ‘Tonight mostly cloudy with showers ;

and turning colder, lows mid 30s to mid
40s. Thursday partly cloudy and colder
with some snow flurries mostly north
portion, highs upper 30s and 40s.

Penalty starts on school tax Dec. I.
Parvin Kershner

" #:00 — Ch. 9 — Kiss The Blood Off
My Hands wllh Burt Lancasler See iton

: Ca ble TV.

Find out how much the school will
cost, call 6 p.m. tospm Mon. thru Fri."
759-1304.
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tered at the Central City store in
1rancc ear y Thursday mor nm" Apr

d the lice stated the woman had sev- about six fept t.1il tl{-nrim bui Ir!
-rnt oc- Ieral brulses on hoth _arms a and and uearmﬂ a short bt.ard |

THE SCRANTON TIMES, TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 1974

] mcnl
urkin IVI n 7
I o DG l'aml Oses uner breaxer,
B n they
o BILL HALPIN On Monday, District 25, sald loday that several at- then be in the land and real With the operations at a A DER spokesman Indicat- may be sought in Lackawan- anthracite in the week ended ling of |
Times Staff Writer United  Mine Workers of tempts to meet with Mr. estate business and collect standstill in the upper valley, ed today that the department na County Court by DER, it May 25, as estimated by the | |
3 ¥ -
Production of coal in Ihv America, based at Hazletom, Durkin, vegarding royalty royalties on mined coal. He a quick check by The Times may take legal action against was learned, against Mr, burcau, was 108,000 short tons | \(
Seranton area, once th threw up a picket line of 75 payments to the union, have was quoted as saying that he found that coal presenlly the Durkin operation in Dun-  Durkin’s county holdings, (2,000 pounds), a decrease of ed the A
“Anthracite Capital of 4 ¢ in the area is being  daff in the near future if In December Mr. Durkin 1.8 per cent) from the preced- an ex-
World," is expected 1o fa wre by distributors  stringent back-filling proce- reportedly paid $33.8 million  ing week. Production in the nch |
dures are nol complied with, for the 10 coal companies corresponding week of 1973 ichair, On

an alr

Lewis charges Durkin

cally from
-.hnrl—-up[rl\ \uu! Ihc an

er her/BY PAUL GOLIAS and
JOHN ANDERSON

was ]-I‘J.IrJII short tons
also estimated

located in six counties and in-
volving 30,000 acr\.s. of land Thee I ]

elon.
ker in the Dickson
fant area, operated

Blue Coal, a Durkin cpera-
tion in Luzerne County,

WiE

Dlmhanl Premium  prevented last week from The companies are
, Is presently removing equipment from Blue Coal Corp., EVENING NEWS RECO“"”
the coal mining business from culm ~ sirip mining operations —or  Colliery, Olyphant 'W ator Louis Beltrami,
Just last December. - » hat area selling or leasinf® any of its Maple City, C ) Wednesdav's $
paut Bat Dambey coq rlce ou ln kin's holdings in  equipment after the depart- fatt, Glico and Giller, : y's state
of 1D reEionsl coal son ! have been ment uhl:ul_:ed a preliminary The us nu-paltnu-_ 2 . he is selling sub-
oL 1) reg .: al cod ”.'" [ e s e ey - rutiny vecenlly by injunctionirom Luzerne Interior, Bureau of \ ’ nthraeit losed the
:Ilu, i :':‘I“‘l Ievive x Jepartment of Envi-  County Court Washington, reported f puracite, closed the
clie production SCRANT‘DN Pa. (AP) — The head of muy is |mm Huber muw’; from Resources, A preliminary injunction production of Penp c raml S swaker at Ashley on

- a ﬂnrthﬂn-ﬂnru Pennsyly h&y‘%%.wm NOf Pﬂ“—kﬂlﬂng Mm ;

Durkm Pred:cfs Full Coal Production by Otfeber

lown raised the im-|
eat of a coal short-|
Wroming Valley|

appearing before|

from Blue Coal, should
prevent o local coal
shortage this winter, he
said.

“1 think the sapply
will be adequate for the
local market, which
will he taken care of-
first,”
Coal president James Durkin Sr.

The optimistic predictions came from
the younger Mr. Durkin, who is tending
business while his father recuperates
from a heart aitack, during a wide.rang-
ing interview in bis office at Bloe Coal
headquarters, Ashley.

During the interview with The Times,
Mr. Durkin also_defended Blue Coal's
decision to shat down its mines in Feb-
ruary and May, a move which Federal

pergy  Office  chief John  Sawhill
bl.lnwd for & predicted shortage of from

TOMY
CANNELLA
said the 3&:year-cld son of Blue #

Fuel Sales, Hudson Really Co.
Canl Go. mm:.l::n Promiam uuquu.

mr nI the holdings are in Luzerne
and Lackywanna coounties.

Except for the sites loased by Louls
Beltrami in Luzerne County and an

And it is likely Mr. nzllrlmj will
lease the Glen Nan, Newport Twp., said
Mr. Durkin. The Gien Nan was the last
Ineal operating deep mine before the
Durkins closed it in February,

"I'ilillm

Greenfleld, a
bald, Carbondale Twp.; No. 5 Hill
bald, and No. 8 Tunmel, Aﬂ:hblld
“Within 30 to 45 dl}‘! these contracts
should be completed and all our work-
ings in Lackawanna should be back in *
nwrlﬁun. " he venl
- there will b;'mm; new |trr
pings on virgin tervitory, For examp
John Savage of Kingston hopes to take
out & permit at No. § Tunnel.”
Mr. Durkin said Mr. Savage, Mr.
Kasea and Mr. Flynn are the parties ae-
tively dealing with Blue Coal for lease
of sites in Lackawanna County, -
The aritmetic of Mr, Durkms op-
timism goes something like this, 3
If all the haldings in the two counties &
are Jeased by mid-October, as much as 8§
B3,000 tans af conl per manth could be
dug out of Blue Coal mines.

Coal Samples |

trami Enterprises, Inc., ﬂu1ked
a test conducted last wej
determine if the am;htracltll

state standards.

Based on the test result§
State Bureau of Consumer
tection will go into Coms
wealth Court, Harrisburg
Friday to seek a , restraf

il

cog dAre goingn upl

Afor. the

By TONY CANNELLA com) six_counties w:huad by County,” 1
y'rkim'fm-r o Eurﬂnllwnulnr reported $4.  Coal m& ming all the companies ul.dﬂu!ucul ; { the Huber Breaker|
ames ., exgcutlve v are s now, . . 3 a |
president of Blue Corp,, believes Buldnr!ul!n interview he used the But Mr. Durkin is confidest that in mu«u Mﬂﬂmlﬂ:l y ﬂn_n'nmt‘fti n ma-l it
the firm's hard coal operations in “Blue Coal”. in reference fo his  30-45 days there will be a turnabout. operators interesied in leasing Blue dr rapidity these de- sion in t
Luzerne and Lackawanna d Iamily’l coil o He explained th Mr. Belirami y has leases on  haldings in m.hmm County aléo are v | ton Shap
be l!lud and back in bosiness by mid-  * " is & name more familiar Blue Coal's Bliss.and Wanamie sites in  going well, e G I | v i
the public than the of Luzerne County. Though the Eckley conl < B Fiyan of Wilkes Barre & " . . .
"‘nn devalopment, Durkin codl empire, which is operstor m far has not found 8 loeal t-oodiuyﬂrlinmtmnilﬂl'lﬂm her Breaker is being
coupled with the fact Great American Coal Co.” breaker to process 80,000 togs of coal he  Moffat breaker in Taylor, said Mr. of Thursday af-‘or-
tha :nennmi.sm The other com in the Great has dug out of those sites, Mr. Durkin  Durkin, and one of them should F f 1 1 | o
» prites olt“i sctm ,hml: ﬁ"m:: wuau i mgn.& Xan, Wedntsday that he soon will enlmam::m L e ive of nine coa sampiles
mining mal llery, . Carl b negoti
weeks at two Lugerne dalé Coal Co., Gillen Coal Co., Minindu Casey Kassa, bead of Knssa Coal Co. lease out other Lackawanna 8. are being layed .{f
County sites le'ased Corp., : § Cou Cliston of pon aceord with the  Among {hese are the Owego strip mine, taken from breakers of Bel- IE‘@‘ facﬂ 13 . |

at the ton-

The closing of the Wanamie|was being lined

'Wanamie Strip Mine Closing
Poses Question on Its Status |

the shutdown would be of three|

s,nmrm [ smmo tons of anthracite this = Thlst acdds up to 220,000 tons by the Ohibl m B e l t. l‘d sh-lp mme mum b’, nhl. ‘mer Wmmia e 8“’. ] + d m’

. JBetors i ceased minng. Boe cont dmb: gd-umu alroady has 85,000 tons ‘O‘Iﬂﬁl:m‘}.l{m ;'_tm“g ealling delCodl Corporation has created a The sudden app[q{:: fn elagal Tha .«-:'::-..-; it narmanent, l

R i o THE SCRANTON TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1076 New-
TIMES LEADER, EVENING NEWS, RECORD, WILKES-B. ;

Court Asked to Find Blue Coal, Officers in

{Class Action Suits Name Coal Firms

made statements in further-
ance of sald conspiracy.”
The complaint filed here
said the plaintiff is unable to
state the exact number of per-

tain and stabilize the prices
of anthracite coal throughout
the United Ststcs beginning in
1961 and at least continuing
through 1974."

federsd grand jury In Harris-
burg. A trial is scheduled for
March 1977.

Penn Mart's: suit claims,
“There are various other per-

Penn Mart Realty Co., Pal-
merton, and the Philadelphia
School District have flled
class action suits in federal
court against six Indicted

Navigation-Dodson Co., both
of Bethlehem,; Lehigh Valley
Coal Sales Co,, West Pittston,
and Reading Anthracite Coal
Co., Pottsville.

Contempt for Not Backfilling Strip Mines |

Durkin, Jr

M O = - =

'ﬂn State Departmen! of En-' As an example of the-moving s, Sr ik and Sl At' the court i asked

S L R::r.f‘}m_i - ;‘::_-.& antf:df.:.:n::s: ;‘:\:U‘nﬂum _:‘S._!f:: . t.-:: — E;:'n:P?:‘::a:.:: Pennsylvania anthracite coal The Penn Mart suit claims sons, firms and corporations sons within the class “The plaintiff had no knowl-
find Blue Coal Corporation, ity moved from the Wasamie U4 pleted The money shall be beld tios permPs to Blue Coal for producers, alleging they con- ube I(‘T.i()rl “ brought 1I'l its own W]'IIJ are unnamed coconspira- without '1_15‘!0"'? of the edge of such unlawful con-
recident ‘Tames 1 Perkin Er | strip sine to the Retreat Mous escrow by the rt mntil the any hackflling equinment with spired to fix prices at an ar- of all ¢ nd koS e e defendants’ books and . re- dogt or of farts which, mioht
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EXTRACTION’S
LEGACY



c. late 1960s,, I



Huber Bank, Hanover Tw
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Avondale Pits, Ply h Twp., 2006
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i‘i West End Banks, Conyngham Twp., 2011
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Vertical Shaft Mine

| 551 Glacial Till &
of underground 4 | Subsurface Soils
mine pool |
{fluctuates with
precipitation)

Barrier Pillars
marking boundaries
between collieries

Offshoots from
Coal Veins

Project Manager:

Graphic Artist: K
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Huber Bank

Askam Borehole

Loomis Bank

Espy Run lost

EspyRunseep

Hanover 9

Nant icoke 1

2006 | Calin Photography




REVERBERATING EFFECTS

Nanticoke

Luzerne County
United States

24,387 440,554
Population 4 2

(1940 v. 2023) 10,416 314,647
(-57.3%) (-28.6%)

8.7% 5.7%
$60,340  $62,321

17.7% 15.4% 12.4%
College Graduate 19.1% 25.0% 35.0%

5.2%
$78,538

Unemployment
Median Income

Poverty
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EARTH CONSERVANCY

Founded: January 1992
Land Purchased: August 1994

The Charge

Reclaim and return 16,500 acres
/ of mine-scarred corporate land
to the community.

The Core Mission

- Mend the environment
Drive sustainable economic growth
Revitalize local communities

—
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PADEP Energy Harvest Program

PADEP $690,000
EC $45,000
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ESPY RUN

USEPA Brownfields Cleanup | $600,000

PADEP Growing Greener | $500,000
PADEP Pilot (AML) Program | $1,135,000
Earth Conservancy | $300,00



Huber Bank (phases it & v)

2013 | 185 acres | Hanover Township
Project Cost: $9.4 million
Funded by PADCED and Earth Conservancy




FRANKLIN BANK

2009 | 15 acres | Hanover Township
Project Cost: $337,000
Funded by USEPA and Earth Conservancy




GREATER HANOVER RECREATION AREA

2011 | 65 acres | Hanover Township & Sugar Notch Borough

Project Cost: $1.9 million

Funded by USDA, PADEP, PADOT, PADCED, Luzerne County,
Private & In-Kind contributions, and Earth Conservancy
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%2 RECLAIMED

Our Accomplishments

\.. 2,090 ACRES ﬁﬁb 9,377 ACRES see.s MILLION

% CONSERVED INVESTED

Rebuilt 1.2 miles of damaged stream channel ® Built three trail systems, totaling 12.5 miles
Constructed three acid mine drainage treatment ® QOperate a compost facility serving Luzerne County
systems residents and municipalities, processing 8,000

tons of green waste annuall
Completed 13 land use plans & feasibility studies & y

® Have managed a small community garden for

Donated 767 acres to 31 local entities, valued at 26 years for residents, offered free-of-charge

S5.65 million
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EC Remaining Lands (01/2024) \\ 4 . i \ ~ : ‘ \_\ /\ & y. f
\ : f A~ ; )
| |Small lots / Slivers 102 AC ) \ g // / , iy ; ’ : . -.) /\\\/{ “\\ ] 3 S
L — DCNR 611 AC J ) \ . 4 i b 3 = i //
\‘ Riverlands 48 AC 4 \ 4 / / ) VY ’ : =
|1 Loomis Park 1vac [ N g \ j {75 ' - e
‘I _Hanover 7A 30 AC O \
EC Roads 8AC \ “-/
Bliss V 102 AC \ )
Bliss IV 43 AC XY g
Truesdale 315 AC
Clark Crossroad 95 AC 4
North Newport 1,558 AC
Compost 40 AC
Sgarlett 85 AC }
Avondale Hill 124AC | FARMLANDS \
Flat Road Farmlands 98 AC s ¥
Wilt No. 1 33AC h i g
Sugar Notch (Main St} 105 AC \\ 5 7~ . 7 % )/
Sugar Notch Residential 63 AC 4 - = { 2 y j f v
Warrior Run Residential 15 AC / p ; > ; g ' s f HANOVER 7A / /
" IBliss Remnants 83 AC ; RECREATIONAL L ¢ gl 2 \
EC Athletic Fields 37 AC LOOMIS PARK / 30AC | | ATHLETIC FIELDS 7 e /1/
North Wanamie a70AC ? ‘ ASKAM ) 37AC P !
[""Isouth Wanamie 412 AC N RIVERLANDS 19 AC ; << \\
—_— 88 AC > = ) S5
TOTAL 4,540 AC S \\\ / \IK /,/ \\\
CLARKS CROSSROAD / : \ o’ £

95 AC
NEWPORT NORTH i

1,558 AC : \ 2k X Y e e e S e ‘ S / |‘

SUGAR NOTCH
RESIDENTIAL
63 AC

SUGAR NOTCH

\
105 AC g SR 309 |
’ ; 137 AC \
o ALDEN MTN 2 ? : .
NORTH WANAMIE SEAG 2 y \ > TR;’::Z‘C‘LE - = . (DCNR) ‘|
470 AC (DCNR) ,

354 AC
(DCNR)

SOUTH WANAMIE #2
221 AC

SOUTH WANAMIE #1 | , J
184 AC G
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AREA

Strish Park / Ashley

Fishing Area / Ashley

Broadhead Park / Sugar Notch
Recreation Area / Newport Twp.
Recreation Area / Hanover Twp.
Miners’ Memorial Park / Ashley
Plymouth - Avondale

Recreation Area / Hanover Twp.
Ashley Planes

Plymouth - Avondale

Ashley, Hanover Twp., Fairview Twp.
Avondale Memorial Park / Plymouth Twp.
Baseball Fields / Edwardsville
Conyngham Twp.

Laurel Run

Conyngham Twp.

Wilkes-Barre Twp., Laurel Run, Plains
Wilkes-Barre Twp., Laurel Run, Plains
MNewport Twp.

Parsons Park [ Wilkes-Barre

Little WB Mountain / Hanover Reservoir

TOTAL:

AREA

in process SR 309

in process Trail Access & Pinchot Forest Expansion

PENDING TOTAL:

27
1
a7
408
1,132
13
1,400

8,691

OWNER

Ashley Boro.

Ashley Boro.

Sugar Motch Boro.
Newport Twp.

Gtr. Hanover Area Rec. Park Commission
Huber Breaker Preservation Society
PA DCNR

Earth Conservancy

PA DCNR

PA DCNR

PA Game Commission
Plymouth Historical Society
Edwardsville Boro.

PA DCNR

PA DCNR

PA DCNR

NBLT

PA DCNR

PA DCNR

City of wilkes-Barre

PA DCNR

acres

OWNER

Earth Conservancy
Earth Conservancy

acres

Beyond the properties highlighted in green on this map, another 707 acres
have been purchased by private landowners, many of whom participated in
Luzerne County’s Clean & Green Program. That addition brings the total
lands dedicated to recreation and green space to over 9,375 acres! We're
thrilled about this progress look foerward to reaching our 10,000-acre
milestone in the near future!
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