
Reclaiming Coal Country:

2026 EnergyPath Conference | July 16, 2026

PENNSYLVANIA'S ANTHRACITE LEGACY,

ENVIRONMENTAL RECOVERY, & REGIONAL REVITALIZATION



National Coal Association. (1955). Coal Areas in the United States [Map]. curtiswrightmaps.com



The Anthracite Region 
of Northeastern PA

Map of Pennsylvania Showing the Principal Deposits of Iron, Anthracite Coal, Petroleum and Zinc, by H.F. Walling & O.W. Gray, 

published by Stedman, Brown & Lyon, Philadelphia, PA, 1872. Retrieved from explorepahistory.com

 Settled in the mid-1700s

 Flourished with rise of 

the coal industry, 

particularly anthracite:  

a hard, clean, long-

burning, and thus 

efficient fuel source.

 At the industry’s peak, 

over 100 million tons of 

coal were mined 

annually for distribution 

along the East Coast.



Nanticoke, PA, mining map (n.d.), paminemaps.psu.edu

from The Century in Word & Picture (1898-1900), alamy.com

DEEP MINING



STRIP
MINING

Strip mining at the Loree Colliery, Larksville (c. 1921-22). 

Retrieved from facebook.com/anthraciteheritagemuseum



Huber Breaker, c. mid-1950s

south side of Huber Breaker, n.d., loc.gov



Silver Dollar Day (1962), EC Archives

Blue Coal blotter, retrieved from ha.com

miners entering the cage (c. 1950s), EC Archives



Northern Anthracite Coal Field of Pennsylvania by the Pittston Company (1930). Retrieved from northernfield.info



KNOX
MINE
DISASTER

Boundary of Knox Coal Co./Wikipedia

M. Thomas/Luzerne County Historical Society Lukasik Studio Archives/ExplorePAHistory

Wilkes-Barre Times Leader

JANUARY 22, 1959

Scranton Times Tribune



BLUE COAL CORP. SOLD

TO GREAT AMERICAN COAL CO.

PRODUCTION TO

QUADRUPLE

1973





EXTRACTION’S

LEGACY

Huber Breaker (Ashley, PA), 1991, loc.gov



c. late 1960s., Huber Bank, EC Archives



Huber Bank, Hanover Twp., 2006



Avondale Pits, Plymouth Twp., 2006



West End Banks, Conyngham Twp., 2011





Bliss Bank

2006 | Calin Photography

Truesdale Bank

LCCC

Loomis Bank

Hanover 9

Concret e Cit y

Askam Borehole

Nant icoke 1

Huber Bank

Espy Run lost

Nant icokeCreek lost  and blocked

Espy Run seep



REVERBERATING EFFECTS
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Population

(1940 v. 2023)

24,387


10,416
(-57.3%)

440,554


314,647
(-28.6%)

Unemployment 8.7% 5.7% 5.2%

Median Income $60,340 $62,321 $78,538

Poverty 17.7% 15.4% 12.4%

College Graduate 19.1% 25.0% 35.0%



THE EXPERIMENT: EARTH CONSERVANCY

Standard Speaker, January 15, 1992



Founded: January 1992

Land Purchased: August 1994

The Charge

Reclaim and return 16,500 acres

of mine-scarred corporate land

to the community.

The Core Mission

Mend the environment

Drive sustainable economic growth

Revitalize local communities

EARTH CONSERVANCY
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PADEP Energy Harvest Program

PADEP $690,000

EC $45,000

2007



2020



Bliss III

Bliss II

Bliss I

2020

USEPA Brownfields Cleanup | $1,200,00 

PADEP Growing Greener | $1,710,000

PADEP Pilot (AML) Program | $1,535,000

Earth Conservancy | $624,000



2022



ESPY RUN

USEPA Brownfields Cleanup | $600,000

PADEP Growing Greener | $500,000

PADEP Pilot (AML) Program | $1,135,000

Earth Conservancy | $300,00



2013 | 185 acres | Hanover Township

Project Cost:  $9.4 million

Funded by PADCED and Earth Conservancy

Huber Bank (Phases III & IV)



2009 | 15 acres | Hanover Township

Project Cost:  $337,000

Funded by USEPA and Earth Conservancy

FRANKLIN BANK



GREATER HANOVER RECREATION AREA

2011 | 65 acres | Hanover Township & Sugar Notch Borough

Project Cost:  $1.9 million

Funded by USDA, PADEP, PADOT, PADCED, Luzerne County,

Private & In-Kind contributions, and Earth Conservancy



• Rebuilt 1.2 miles of damaged stream channel

• Constructed three acid mine drainage treatment 

systems

• Completed 13 land use plans & feasibility studies

• Donated 767 acres to 31 local entities, valued at 

$5.65 million

• Built three trail systems, totaling 12.5 miles

• Operate a compost facility serving Luzerne County 

residents and municipalities, processing 8,000 

tons of green waste annually

• Have managed a small community garden for     

26 years for residents, offered free-of-charge

Our Accomplishments



WHAT’S NEXT



Newport North

Center Street
Hanover 7A

Solar
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Nanticoke Creek Restoration





Done well, reclamation doesn’t just fix land – it reshapes regions.
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